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COVENANT: 


Propounded by the Mint- 
ſters and Profeſſors of Divinity in Aber- 


dene, to ſome Reverend Brethren , who 


came thither to recommend the late Covenant 


tothem, and to thoſe who arecom- 
mitred to their charge. 


Tocrrurr WirtH 
The AnsWsex s of thoſe Reverend Brethren 
tothe ſaid Dzxmanvds. 


As Arso0 
The R=yr rs s of the forefaid Miniſters and 
Profeſlorstotheir A x s w = x s. } 


——_ 


I Pet. 3.15, 16, 

San&ihe the Lord God in your hearts, and be ready alwayes to give an an- 
ſwer tocyery man that asketh youa reaſori of the hope that is in you, 
with meeknefle and fear Le” 

Having a good conſcience, that whereas they ſpeak evil of you, as of evil 
gone they may be aſhamed rhar falſly cull pon good converſation in 
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CONCERNING THELATE 
| COV ENANT; 


Together with Anſwers to them, 
and Replics to thoſe Anſwers. 


jg EI <—— 


Tat FirsT DzmanD, 


<4 Y what power, or warrant, theſe ourReyerend 
19> Bretheren can ſute of ns, or of our people, 


\ FF ſubſcription rothis late (ovenant ; notbeing 


> ſent by his Majefhie,or by che Lords of Coun- 
. £77 ' cellnorby any National Synod of this King- 
thy. dome,norby any Judicatorie eſtabliſhed 1n 
it? And, How they can Akt upon us,or upon our people, 
who areno wayes{ubje& unto them, their interpretation of 
the articles ofthe wegative confeſrion? Inreſpect whereot, as 
alſo in reſpect of that band of mutuall d againſt all 
perſons wharſoever,this/ateCovexant is fubſtantially different 
from that which was ſubſcribed by the King and his ſabjects, 
Anno 1580.and 1591, 7 
| "#72 ANSVVER» 
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(P 4's 2.) 


ANSWER, 


VV- are not come hithey to uſurpe the authoritie of 
any 


civillor ſpirituall judicatorie , or to enforce 
pon our reverend Brethren, and the peaple committed to 
their charge , the tub(cription of the lare Covenant, or the 
mrerpretation of the Articles of that Confeſſion which is 
called negative , or whatſoever elſe of that kinde : but are 
fent to repreſent unto them , in all humilitie, the preſent caſe 
and dekes of this kirk and kingdome ; crying for help at 
their hands alſo :* and, in brotherly love, to exhort and in- 
treat, that they will be pleaſed to contribute their beſt ende- 
vours » fer extinguiſhing the common combuſt ion, which by 
joyning with almoſt the whole kirk, and kingdome inthe late 
Covenant we truff they may lawfully do, without prejudice 
to the Kings Majeſftie;or to any lawfull judicatorie,or to that 
Conteffion of faith above mentioned : Since the ſound mter- 
pretation and application thereof, to the errours of onr times, 
can make no ſnbſtantiall change, and the band of mutuall 
defence, wherein wee oblige our ſelves, To defend the true 
religion, and the Kings Majeſties perſon, and authoritie, a- 
gainſt allperſous whatſoever , is joyned\, at firſt , with the 
Confeſſion of faith. Like as his Majeſties Commiſſuner . 
objelting, That our Covenant was ſuſpet$ to be annnlawfull 
combination againſt Authoritie, and to. be the main hinde- 
rance of obtaining our deſires, hath accepted, and was well 
pleaſed with our Declaration;bearing, That we have ſolemm- 
ly ſworn, tothe nttermoſt of ouy power, with our means and 
livesgo ftand to the defence of the Kings majeft ie as of Gods 
Vicegerent, ſer over ws, for the maintenance of Religon, and 
miniſtration of Juſtice 


RS by RePLy, 


(Pas. 3.) 


R-eeLY, 


V E have, Reverend Brethren, ſufficiently conſidered 
and examined your anſwers to our Demands, by 
which we expected full ſatisfaction to all our {cruples and 
doubts concerning the /ate Covenant : Bur truly , irf mo- 
defty and brorhexly love, we tell you, that your anſwers 
(whatloever you think of them your ſelves) have not given 
us that ſatisfaction which we expected. We know that 
ſome who raſhly condemne every thing which 1s.faid or 
written contrarie to the cauſe which they maintain , will 
boldly ayotns, that we have cloſed onr eyes againſt a clear 
and ingyring light : Bur firſt, we ſay with ] o B, Our wite 
 meſſe is in heaven, and our record ts on high. That Lord who 
only ſeeth the ſecretsof hearts, knoweth, that we love. his 
truth, and are ready, {o ſoon as it ſhallbe ſhownunto us , to 
embrace and profeſle it before rhe world. Next, we appeal 
tothe conſciences ofall impartiall readers, who ſhall have 
occaſion to weigh and conhider maturely rhe weight of our 
arguments, and of theſe anſiveres whict it hath pleaſed you 
ro give ns: wiſhing them, yea, moſt humbly and earneſtly 
intreating them, ro jndge both of your writings and ours 
withour prejudice, or any partiall . Yea,we are con- Wy; 
fident, that yealfo, of whoſe love to the truth of God we 
are perſwaded, will after better adviſement, and more ma- 
ture conſideration of the matters debated, acknowledge 
that we are not againſt the truth , bur for ir. The Lord o- 
pen your Ccyes , that you may clearly ſee thas truth for 
which we ſtand. 


V V E objected to you;Reverend Brethrenthat you had 
nor a calling to urge us ro the ſubſcription; of the 
Inte Covenant, fromany acknowled 


authoritie, or law- 
full Judicatorie eſtabliſhed inthisC 1 OC Kingdome : tO 
| which objection ye anſwere not here particularly, aS WE Cx- 


C3 pected. 
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(Pa6. 4.) 
pected. And whereas you ſay, Thar you are come to exhore 
us, and our people, inall humility, to joyn with you ;Hoy 
1$1t, that withont our conſent, and againſt our will, not ha- 
virg lawfull authority,which you ſeem here not to acclaime 
to your ſelves, you have publickly preached to onr people, 
within our Congregation ? which 1s a thing repugnant to 
choſe places of Scripture, in the which rhe Spirit of God 
recommenderh to Elders, or Paſtors, the care of thoſe flocks, 
over which the holy Ghoſt hath made them over-ſeers, Acts 
20.28, 1 Pet. 5. 2.as alſorelleth ns, That the Paſtors whom 
the flock muſt kyow , and to whom they mult ſubmit rhem. 
ſetves,do watch over the ſouls of that flock,and muſt give ac- 
count for them, 1. Theſlal. 5. 12. Hebr. 13. 17. Irisalfo 
contrarie to the laws of the Chriſtian Church in all ages, 
For by the ancient Canons, Paſtors are commanded ro con= 
raine rhemlelves within the limits' of their own charge ; 
and not co preſume toexerciſePaſtorall office.in another Pa- 
ſtors Dioceſe, or Parioch, withour leave : As allo, they for- 
bid Paſtors to receive to divine ſervice any man of another 
Parioch, that commeth in contempr of his own Paſtor. Con- 
cil. Nicen.r. Oecum, 1. Can. 16 Concil. 2.0ecum Conſtan« 
tinop. (an. 2.Concil. Carthag.2.( an-11. Concil. Carthag. 
3. Can. 20. Concil. Chalced. Oecum. 4. Can. 13. Concil. 
Nicen. 2. Can. 10. {oncil. Tribur. Can, 28, (oncil. Nan- 


net. Cap.t. & 2. © 2. Wedidnor withont reaſon ſay, That 


' you, and others of your confederation, enforce your inter- 


preration of the N egative confeſs 50x apon others ; ſeeing we 
hear, that ſome Paſtors and Prelates are forced to flee to for- 
raigne countreys, for fear of their-lives, becauſe they have 
refuſed the faid interpretation; and rhoſe who haye ſtayed 
in the conntrey, dare ſcarcely appearin the high wayes, or 
freers ; and are threatned, That tbeir ftipends ſhall not 
be payed unto them, uncill they ſubſcribe your Camtnare. 
C }. Whereas you doin brotherly love exhorr, and entrei 
us to contribute our beſt endeayours , for extinguiſhing 
the common combuſtion ; we praifing God for your pions 


zeal, andfor rhe lovingneſſe and modeſty of your: pew 
wherein 


(Pac.5.,) 


(wherein by Gods help we ſhall labour to keep correſpon= 
dence with you ; that both we and you may {hey our 
ſelves to have learned of Chriſt, Meckneſſe, and lowlineſſe 
of heart) we mo willingly promilero do io, by all means 
which our conlciences will permit usto uſe; as alſoro joyn 
our moſt humble and hearty prayers with yours , Thar ic 
may pleaſe God in this dangerous exigent, To do = irs 
his goodpleaſure to our Sion, avid to build up the wals of onr 
Jeruſalem, 7 4. We may juſtly ay, That this ew Covenant 
15 ſubſtancially different from the o/d, which was made e-A- 
»0 15 81. inreſpect it not only containerh that o/d covenant, 
Ortconfeſrion, which was allowed by two generall aſſemblies, 
bur alſo your >vterpretation of it, which, as yet, hath no 
ſuch anthoriry , or approbation. # 5. No band of muryu- 
all defence, againſt all perſons whatſoever,isexpreſſed inthe 
Covenant made 1581. Andalthough it were, yet the caſe is 
very unlike : For ſubje&ts may make ſuch a Covenant of 


mutzall defence by armes, with the conſent ofthe King, who 
only nnder God, hath the powerofarmes, or of the ſword, 
in chiis kingdome. But th who made this /ate Covenant, 
had not his conſent , as that former or 9/4 Covenant had : 
which is a thing ſo evident, that no man can call it in que- 
lion. 9 6. As forthat which you affirm here, Thar my Lord 
Commiſſioner his Grace was well {atisfied with your de- 
claration ; ir becommeth not us to pry narrowly into his 
Graces doings: but traly we have more thenreaſon to pry 
moſt narroxly into the words ofa { ovenant , which is of- 
fered unto us, to be fyorn, and ſubſcribed, leſt we abuſe, 
and prophane the facred name of God , and ryeour ſelves 
ro the doing of any thing which is diſpleaſing unto him. 
Laſt of all ; whereas ye deſire usto joyn our ſelves to you, 
an] tothe reſt of your -confederacie , who are (as you af- 
wv a the whole Church and Kingdome:Traly we can- 
nofbur reverence ſuch a multicude of our reverend bre- 
thren, and dear countrey-men, andare ny to be follow- 
ers of thems,in ſo far as they are followers of Chriſt : But nei- 
ther canwe do any thing againſt the truth , neither canwe 
attribute 


(Pac. 6.) 


attribute ſo much anthoritie to their multitnde, as other- 
wiſe we would, in reſpett there hath been ſo much dealing 
for ſubſcriptions , inall quarters of this Kingdome, and fo 
many have been threatned , to give their conſent, as we 
are moſt credibly informed. 


« i. —_— —— — 
hon ad — 


Tas II, De wa xv. 


\V © ps or no we ought to ſubſcribe the foreſaid 

covenant, ſecing all covenancs of mutuall defence, 
by force of armes, madeamongſt ſubjects of any degree, up- 
on whatſoever colonr or pretence , without the Kings Ma- 
jeftie or his Succeflours privitie and conſent, are expreſly 
forbidden by King J AMES of bleſſed :;gemorie, and rhe 
three Eſtates of this Kingdome, in the parliament holden 
at Linlichgow, Anno,158s5 ? 


"oY 


ANSVVER, 
T He aft of Parliament forbiddeth in the firſt partleagues 


and bands of maintenance privily made,(nch as are called 
bands of Manrent, as the alt in O ween Maris time,to which 
it hath relation, doth bear, And in the ſecond part, only ſuch, 
as tend to the publick diſtmybance of the peace of the Realme 
by moving [editien.B ut 10 alt of Parliament doth diſcharge, 
nor can any juſt law forbid, Conventions, or Covenants inthe 
generall;or ſuch Covenants in ſpeciall as are made with God, 
and among ft our ſelves ; not for any mans particular, but for 
the common benefit of all;not to move ſedition, but toperſerve 
peaces& toprevent trouble:which by all probability had been 
. to many, before this time, tos ſenſible, if this courſe had not 
been taken, Conventions and Covenants (in the judgement 
of Juriſconſults ) are to be eſteemed and judged of, according 
| | 0 


: (Pac. 7) 
to their diverſe ends , good or bad ; whichmade King James - 
of happie memorie to take it for an nndoubted maxime, That 
proaris & focis, 8 pro patte patriz, the whole body of the 
{ ommon-mealth ſhould ſtirre at once :- not any more 4s ai- 
videa members, but as oneconfeliaate lump. | 


REevyLy. 


Þ that ſecond part of that a& of Parliament, holden at 
Linlithgow, Anno 1585. are forbidden , All leagues or 
bands of mutuall defence, which are made without the pri- 
vitie andconſent of the King, under the pain to be holden and 
execute as movers of ſeditionand unquietneſſe, &c, Where- 
fore we can no wayes think, that any bands or leagues 
of mutuall defence, by force of armes , aretherc permitted, 
( that 18, not forbidden) ſeeing firſt the words of the at are 
ſo _— for in it are diſcharged All bands made among ft 
ſubjetts of any degree , upon any colour whatſoever , without 
his Highneſſe, or his Succeſſours privitie and conſent had and . 
obtained thereanto, Next, all ſuch bands are declared to be 
[editions , and perturbative of the publick -peace of the 
Realme : or, which is all one , are appointed to bee eltee- 
medſo, And therefore, we cannatſce how any bands of 
that Kinde can be excepted, as if they were not ſcditious, 
2. Wedoubtnot, butthe {ate (ovenant, being conſidered 
according to the main intention of thoſe pious and gene= 
rous Gentlemen, Barons, and others our dear countrey- 
men, who made it, eſpecially our reverend brethren of the 
holy miniſtery, is a (ovenart made with: God , and 
proceedirig from a zealous reſpe&t to Gods glory , and 
to the preſervation of the puritie of the Goſpel in this 
Church and Kingdome : Bur we: cannot finde a warrant 
1n our conſciences, to grant, That ſuch (Covenants, inſofarre 
as they import mutual defence , againſt all perſons whatſs- 
ever, none being excepted, no, nottheKing), ( asit ſcem- 
ethunto us, by the words of your PETE TENN py 

ene 


(Pac. 8.) , 


the words of your [ate P roteftation, the 28 of Zune . wheres 
in you promiſe mutual defence againſt all external or in- 
zernall invaſion, menaced in his Majceſties laſt Proclamation) 
are not forbidden by any band , nor juſtly yet can be forbid- 
den, For firſt, we have alreadie ſhown, Thatthey are fore 
bidden inthe forefaid at of Parliament, Anno I5 85, 2. No 
warfare ; and conſequently , no covenant , importing ware 
fare, is lawfull, without juſt Authoritic; which, weare per- 
ſwaded, is onely in the fupreme Magiſtrate , and 1n thoſe 
who have power and imployment from him, totake armes: 
yea, ſo farreas we know , all moderate men, who ducly 
reſpe& Authority , will ſay , That itis ſoinall Xivgaomer, 
ana Monarchies, properly ſecalled: (of which nature is this 
his Majeſties moſt ancicnt Kingdome ) And, that it 1s al- 
together unlawfull to ſubjeRs in ſuch Kingdomes , to take 
armes againſt their Prince. For which cauſe , that famous 
and molt learned DoRour Riverm , inalate Treatiſe called 
Zeſnita vapnlans, ſpeaking of the judgment of Buchanan,and 
others, who taught, That ſubjeQs might take armesagain(t 
their Prince, in extraordinary caſes , and extreme dangers 
of the Religion, and Common-wealth ; profeſlcth firſt, 
That he, andall other Proteſtants, condemne ſuch doftrine. 
Secendly, That this crrour did proceed from a miſtaking 
of the government of the Scoriſh Kingdome, as if it were 
nottruely and properly Monarchicall, Thirdly, That the 
raſhnefſe of thoſe writers , 1s to be aſcribed partly to the 
hard and perilous times of perſecution, wherein they lived, 
and partly , Scororum prefervido ingenis,, &- ad anaendum 
ſrangee; Thns he writcthinthe x 3. Chap. of the faid book, 


y mMa+ 
are to be 


eltecmed 


(Pac. 9) 

eſteemed and judged of, firſt, by the equitie of the 
ſabje&, 'and matter ; then, by the end; for if the mat— 
ter- pactioned ( that is, which the partics mutually do 
promiſe ) be juſtly forbidden, by a lawfull Authoritie ; 
and conſequently be unlawful in it ſelf; then the good- 
neſle of the end, or projet, cannot make the pation, 
or Covenant, to be good, or lawful, Eff 


Taz III, Demano. 


F it be alledged, That in extreme and meſt dangerous 

caſes, ſuch a&ts of Parliament may be contraveened; 2#c- 
riter, Whether there be now ſuch extreme caſe, ſeeing 
we have his Majcſtie, in his former Proclamations , avows 
ing, proteſting , declaring, and in this laſt Proclamation 
taking God to witneſſe , that he never intended any 1ns, 
novation of Religion z and alſo ſeeing he hath removed al- 
readie all that which made men fear noyations, to Wit, 
Service book, . book of Canens, and the alledged cxor- 
bitancie of the new high Commiſſion, j: 


) 


AnNSvysR, 


af the removing of the Service book, book of Catioas , and 
the limitation of the vaſt power of the high Commiſſion, 
containing ſo much ſuperſtition , and tyranny of Prelates, be 4 
benefit to this Kirk and Kingdome , we ought, under God, to A 
aſcribe the ſame to the peaceable methods Samble ſupplicati= 1 
ns, and religious RY of the [ubjetts; which have 

; 


: 
given information to his Majeftic,and have procured from his 
Ju" Tice and goodueſſe ſs great favour, as is thankfully ackyow- 
* ledjedin the laft Proteſtation : which doth alſo expreſſe the 
many particnlars, wherein big AMajeftres Inte Proclamation 
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(PAaG. 10.) 
is not [atisfaftorie. And therefore the Lords of his Majefties 


privie Councel, pon the ſupplication 4x4 complaint of his 


Lieges, were moved to reſcind the att of the Approbation of 
the fareſaid Proclamation, and torend the ſubſcribed Miſſive, 
which was to be ſent therewith to bis Majeſtic. We are confi 
dent, that the Declaration wherewith his Majeſfties Com- 
wiſſioner was ſo well pleaſed, will alſo grve ſatrfattion to our 
reverend brethren z and that they will not think it convenient 
for them to give further approbation to the Proclamation, 
than the Conncel bath doxe, although all of #« ought , with 
thankſulzeſſe, to acknowledge his Majeſties venignitie, 


ReuevyeLy. 


VVe* willnot herediſpute what hath been the maine 


or principall cauſe moving his ſacred Majeſty to 
diſchatge the Service booke, and other things which occaſio« 
ned the preſent perturbation of our Church; nor yet whe- 
ther or not his Majeſties proclamation may give full fatis- 


 Adtiontoall the feares and doubts of his ſubjeRs. For our 


ſelves, we profeſſe, that upon his Majeſtics declaration, and 
gracious promiſe containcd in his Majeſtics laſt proclamati- 
on, we belceve,firlt, That his Majclty never intended 1nno- 
vation inreligion : Secondly, That he will maintain the true 
Proteſtant religion , all the dayes of hs life : which we pray: 
Godto continuelong, Thirdly, That all a&s made in favours. 
of the Service bovok, &c. are diſcharged, Forrthly, Thathe 
will never urge the recciving of the Service book, Book of 
Canons, &c. nor any other thing of that nature, but by ſuch a 
fair and legall way,as ſhall ſattsfie all his ſubje#s. Andthence 


wedo collec, that which we affirmed before, to wit, That 
there isno ſuch extraordinary or extreme caſe, as might give 


occaſion to ſubjeRts to make ſucha band, as is directly tor- 
biddenby the forcſaid a& of parliament, and to contraycen 


1t in ſuch a manner, as may ſcemeto importareliſting of Au- 


THE 


thority by torce of armes. 


(Pas. I1,) 


Taz III Dzmany. 


Oncerning that interpretation of the negative confeſli- 
on, which is urged upon us, and wherein the articles 
of Pearth, and Epiſcopacie, are declaredtobe abjured , as 
well as all the points of Poperie, which are therein expreſly 
and diftintly mentioned; 2xeritur, Whoare the interpre- 
ters of that confeſſion? that is, Whether all the ſubſcribers, 
or only thoſe Miniſtersconveened in Edwmbzrgh, in the end 
of February, who ſetit down? Ifallthe ſubſcribers; then 
What reaſon have we to receive an interpretation of that 
confeſſion fromlaicks , ignorant people , and children? . If 
only thoſc- Miniſters conyecned then in Eainbargh ; then 
ſceing no man ſhould take an honour to himſelf, but he who 
is called of God, as Aaron, Heb.5. 4. what power and au- 
thority had they over their brethren , to give outa judicie 
all interpretation of theſe articles of faith, and to inforce: 
thcir interpretation of theſe articles uponthem 2 


ANSWER. 
_—_— [abſeribers are heye miſ-imerpretedin two points,very 


materiall : One #,that they preſume upon power, or att= 
thority,which they have to give ont ajndicial interpretation of 
the articles of the confeſſion, and ts enforce the ſame upon o- 
thers : whereas they. only intended to make known their own 
meaning according to the minde.of our Reformers; andin cha« 
rity to opound and recommendthe ſame-to others,who might 
be made willing to embrace it Although it be true alſo, t 
very great numbers of Miniſters were conveenea, and teſtified 
their conſent at that time: And although the private judgment 
of thoſe who are calledlaicks,ougbt not tobe miſeregarded, Foy 
is. 1s. confeſſed, That an interpretation; which is private rations 

| es taht _perſonz,. 


(Pac...) 
perſone,”4y be more than private ,ratione medii, The other, 
which being obſerved, will anſwer diverſe of the following de« 
mands,That the articles of Pearth,and of Epiſcopall govern) 
ment, ere del aved ro be 4b jured,as points of Poperic,or as Po- 
piſh novations: Whereas the words of the Covenant put a dif- 
ference betwixt two ſorts of novations : one is of ſuch as are 
already introduced inthe worſhip of God,and concerning thoſe, 
whatſoever be the judgement of the ſubſcribers, which to every 
one 15 left free , by the words of the Covenant , they are onely 
boxnd to forbear the prattiſe of them, by _— of the preſent 
exigence of the Kirk , tilt they be tried , and allowedin a free 
Generall aſſembly, '7he other ſort i of ſuch noyations, as are 
particularly ſupplicated againſt, andcomplained upon , as the 
Servicebook,aud Canons, &e, which are abjured, as contal- 
Ting points of Poperie. 414 this we avonch, from onr certain 
knowledge, to be the.rrme _ of the controverted words of 
the Covenatit, And therefore humbly intreat, That no max 
any more, npon this ſcruple, with-hold hu teſtimony, : 


63:5 3 ki RuryLy, 


A? for the firſt of theſe two milſtakings : If you have not 
given out that interpretation of the negative confeſſion 
judicially, but only have wade known your own meaning, ac- 
cording. to the minde. of the Reformers, as you alledge; 
then, firſt, your interpretation hath no obligatory power over 
others ; and conſequently you ought not toobtrude your i»- 
terpretationapon us, more then we doe our interpretation 
thercofupan you. Neitherought any man to be moleſted, 
or threatned, for not recciving your 7»terpretation ; chicfly 
ſccing all who arc of your coxfederatien have ſo ſolemnly 
vowed, and promiſed, to bc good examples toothers of all 
godlineſſe, ſoberneſſe, andrighteouſneſſe, and of every duety 
which you owe to God andman, Secondly, As for theminde 
or nn of our Reformers, we know noevidence of it, 
having publick authority to oblige the ſubjedts of this 

FE” Kingdom, 
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Kingdome, except that which is expreſſed in our 14tionall 
confeſſion of ſaith, ratified in Parhament twenty years be- 
fore the negative confeſſion was penned 2: Wherein we finde 
no warrant or ground of ſuch terpretet50n as your bring. 
Thirdly , The interpretation of the _ confeſſion , (ct 
down 1n your covenant, as it 1s not publick, rat:one perſoxe, 
ſo alſo not ratione meds;: forit hathno warrant, for ought 
we could cver perceive, either from the word of God, or 
from the teſtimony of the ancient Church, or from the con- 
ſent of other reformed Churches, or-from our nationall cone 
feffion, regiltrated in Parliament. As for the ſecond-miſta- 
king,or miſ-interpretation ef the words of the /ate covenant, 
firſt, we marvell, that a gezeral/ Covenant appointed to be 
ſubſcribedby all, learnedandunlcarned, ſhould havebeen 
fet down by you in ſuch ambiguous termes, For, truly, all 
men here, cventhe moſt judictous, do fo take your words, 
a$if the articles of Pearihwere inthem abjured, 2,W c have 
again more attentively examined the wordsof the /are Co. 
venant, and do e——_—_ perceive by them, Thatin the ſaid 
Covenant, the articles of Pearth, and Epiſcepacie , are con- 
demned, and abjured, as erroneous, and ec [- 
ons, For where you profcſle, and before God, and hu angels, 
and the world, ſolemnly declare, That you ſhall labour, by all 
means lawfull, to recover the libertie, and puritie of the Goſ- 
pel, 45 it was eftabliſhed and profeſs before the foreſaid nova- 
tions: We ask you, what is that period of time, to 
which your words have reference, when you promiſe to 
labogr, to recover the pwrizze and libertie z the Goſpel, as 
it was profeſſed and eftabliſhed before the foreſaid novati- 
zi0ns ? If you mean that period of time, Whenthe Service 
book, and Book of Canons were urged upen you; to wit, the 
laſt year by-palt in Summer; then you acknowledge, That 
all that time y ou enjoyed the. puritie and libertie of the Goſe. 
pe! ; and conſequently, That you yet enjoy it 3 forno new 
thing hath ſince that time been publickly received, _ 
Riſed inthis Chwrch, It you mean (as undoubtedly werbi 


"_ 


- TG. —— ” — "DP; _— n <7 - =I7 = GET _”. 1s ng - . : - "on - of] I . 
_ pI Lon on. > $9 y— bf , hs ITY 1 Y a : 
Y 6 : n. een att 5m a 
— _ 
- oft - b Ky _ : 
l _ *. ef <4 a + "ms Ss * 
. 


| (\( Pas. 14.) 
you do) thetime przceding the bringing in of Zpi/copacte; 
as theaRts of Porch, then you we both! Z —_ 
cieand theafts of Pexrth under theſe novations : for the re- 
moving whereof, you promiſe to labour, according to your 
power : and conſequently do diſ-allow and condemne them, 
even before they be triedin afree aſſembly, andbeforcthcy 
be heard who maintain and approve them as lawfull. 3. We 
may evidently demonſtrate this, argzmento ad hominem, as 
we ſay in the ſchools: For, thoſe rires and ceremontes, 
which are abjured in the negative confeſſion, arc alſoabjured 
in your /ate Covenant; Which, as you (ay, isall one with the 
negative confeſſion, or with the Covenant made 15 81, But 
the rites and ceremonies which wereconcluded in Yearth 
afſewbly,are abjured,as you ſay,inthe Covenant made 1 5 81. 
and thereforethey are alſo abjurcd in this your /ate ({ove- 
zant, The firlt propofirron is cvident: For in your /ate ( ove 
zant , ſpeaking of the oath containedinthat o/d (, ovenant, 
which was made 470 1 5 81, you profcfſe, That the preſent 
and ſncceeding generations in this land, are bound to kvep the 
fore/aid natlonall oath, as you call it, and [x#b/cription, unvio« 
lable. The ſecond prope/etion alſo cannot be denied by you: 
For, theſe twenty years by-paſt , you have acculedthoſe 
who conformed themſelves to the ordinances of Pearth, of 
perjwrie ;" and that becauſe they had violated the oath made 
Anno 1581. in the which thoſe articles ( as you alledge ) 
wereabjured. Butperhaps you willfay tous, That wethink 
thoſcrthings'not to be abjured in that oath made Ann 1581. 
andtherefore we may {\vear, andſubſcribe your /ate (, ove« 
zant; and, notwithſtanding of our oath and /#b/criptiov, be 
tiedonly to the Forbearance of the pratice of Pearth arti- 


cles for a'time. 'We anſwer, firſt; The words of an 9a 


ſhould be clear, and plain : or, if they be any wayes ambt- 
guous, thetrue ſenſe of them ſhould be ſo declared, and ma- 
nifeſted, thar all may know it, 2 Anoath istobe given, -ac- 
cording to the minde and judgement of himthat requireth 
it, Andtheretore , ſecing you who require this 04r/ of us, 
think the rires or ceremonies concluded at Pearth to be 

abjured 
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abjured in that earth made Anno 1 581, how can we ſwear and 
ſubſcribe your Covenant, which reneweth the foreſaid oath, 
and bindeth us to it ? 3 If we ſhould ſwear,and ſubſcribe the 
negative confeſſion, as it is included in your covenant ; then ye, 
who think the articles of Pearth to be abjured, and condemn- 
ed in the negative confeſſion, will think us tied, by our own 
perſonal oath, to condemn the articles of Pearth. 4 Seeing this 
covenant was penned by you, who have hithertonort confor- 
med your ſelyes roPearth aſſembly,and have oppoſed Epiſcopa- 
ce, and ſeeing you all condemn Epi/copacie, as if it were that 
poprſh, or wicked Hierarchie, mentioned in the negative con- 
Seſſion; as alſo eſteem the things concluded in Pearth aſſembly, 
to be idolatrows, or ſuperſtitiows , how can we think, that you 
im your ſolemn vow madeto God, for reformation of this 
Charch, and reſiſting, in times to come, the novations and cor- 
rwptions of it, bave paſſed by theſe things, which are the only 
novations already introduced by authority, and from which, 
as you atfirm, the Church hath ſo great need to be purged : 
chiefly, ſecing ye think them as popiſp, [uper/iitioxs, and ido- 
Tatrors, as ye do theſe other novations, which are not as yet , 
introduced. 5 [fin all your ſ#pplications, plaints,and proteſta= 
tons, ye have only ſought the removing and 45/chargivng of the 
Service book, Book of canons, andthe new high commiſſion, not 
complaining of any other #ovations ; and ſceing his Majeſtic 
hath diſcharged the firſt two, and hath promiſed to reRifie 
the third, or lit of them; Then, whar reaſon have yeto think, 
that his Majeſtic hath not ſatisfied your /#pplications ? For, 
all the zovarions, upon which you complained, are remoyed 
by his Majeſtie, and ye have his princely promiſe, That no 
further ſhall be arged upon us, but by ſuch a fair and legall 
way, as may fatisfie all his ſuabjets. 6 As for that which 
your Covenant, by your own confeſſion, requireth of us, to 
wit, The forbearance, and abſtinence , for a time, from the 
praftiſing the articles of Pearth ; We proteſle ſincerely, and 
inthe ſight of God, That or conſcience will not ſuffer us to 
ſubſcribe that part of your ({ovenant; and that becauſe laws 
being ſtanding for them, and = lawfull ſuperiours requi- | 
ring 
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ring obedience from us, by praRifing them, to ſwear forbeav= 
aice of the praFliſe of thew, is to {wear diſobeaience, and, 20 
wrong their authority. 5 How can we, with a good Conſct 
ence, abſtaine preſently from privare bapriſme , and private 
communion , being required thereunto by ſick perſons, and 
thoſe parents whole children cannot be carried to the Church 
commodiouſly with their lives ; ſeeing we think it athing 
very unlawfull, in ſuch caſes, to refuſe to adminiſtrare thoſe 
Secraments in private houſes ? Not that we think, that God 
hath tyed himſelf, or his grace, to the Sacraments ; but be» 
cauſe he hath tyed us unto then, by his precept : and, not to 
uſe the means appointed by God, when our people,or their 
children ſtand in need of them, is a contempt of the means, 
and atempting of God, | 


Py 
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THz V. Dewan. 


\V Hether or no we ea ſincerely , and-with a good 
con(cience, ſubſcribe the negative confeſſion, as it 

is expounded and interpreted by the contrivers or authors 
of thelate Covenant, ſeeing it maketh a perperuall laws con» 
cerning the externall rites of the Charch, which God hath 
not made, as if theſe rites were unchangeable ? And how 
they who both ſwear the poſitive confeſſion, and the ne- 
gative, thus interpreted, can efchew contradiction, ſeeing 
the poſitive confeſſion, Chap. 2x. evidenly declareth, That 
theſe rices are changeable, according to, the exigencie of 
time; and conſequently, that no perperuall law may or 
ought to be made concerning them? Likewiſe we would 
know how 1t can ſtand with truth to abjare all theſe rites, 
ay Popiſh, Which are uſed in the Church, without divine 
inſticntionz expreſſed in Gods word; feeing even thefe 
who urge the Covenant, praiſe ſome ceremonies which 
are not mentioned im Gods word ; as thecelebration of may 
| riage 
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riage before the Church, in the beginning ; or at the end of 
divine ſervice, with all the particalars of it, and the ipula- 
tion of Fathers and Gad-fathers , for the childe inbaptiſme , 
which are not meer circumſtances, as they uſe to diltinguiſh, 


but alſo ceremonies, properly ſocalled ? 
ANSWER. 


He late Covenant 1mketh wot a perpetuall law concerning 

the external rites of the kirke , as if they were unchange- 
able : but, as we have ſaid before, onely bindeth us, for a time, 
20 forbear the prattiſe of innevations already wiroduced, and 
doth not determine whether they ought to be changed, or not, 
2. eAccording to thu true interpretation, all appearance of con- 
traditlion betwixt the conteſſion of faith i»ſtrt in tbe a of 
P arliament, and the latter confeſſion ,' s removed , beſide that 
the article 21. of the confeſſion of faith, giveth power to the 
Kirks, in matters of external policie, and order of the worſhip 
of God, # expownded in the firſt books of Dilcipline, difingui- 
ſong between things weceſſary to be obſerved in every Kirke , 

things variable in particular congregations. 3. We declare 
again, That the Covenant doth not abjure Pearth articles ,- as 
Popiſh, and thinketh not time now to diſpute of ſignificant cere- 
monies, or other boly rites, aud whether the two particulars na- 
med be ceremonies, or not : finge the confeſſion condeſcended up- 
ow on both ſides, abjureth rites which are added without the 


word of God, 


ReyLiy 


[rſt, VVe have already told you, That we cannot ſubſcribe 
L. your oath of forbearance of the praRtiſe of the articles al- 
ready introduced, without violation of authority, and of 
wronging cur own conſciences, who think private beptiſme 
and communion, not to be indifferent, but allo neceſlary , in 
ſome-caſcs ; not indeed, neceſſitate medis , as if Gods grace 


were tyed to the extcrnall means, but, as we fay in the 
E 3 ſchools, 
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ſchools , neceſſitate precepti, becauſe we are commanded to 
ule theſe means. 2. This /ate Covenant leadeth and bindeth 
us tothe o/d Covenant, made 1581. and that ola Covenant 
bindeth us perpetually to that 4s/cip/ime which was then ; 
thatis, (as ye alledge) to the whole policie of the Church, 
comprehending all the externall rites of it: and (o, 4 primo 
ad ultimum, this /ate Covenant bindeth us to the whole 

licie of the Church, which was then; and conſequently 
maketh aperpetuall law , concerning externall ries of the 
Church, as if they were unchangeable. All parts of this ar- 
gument are ſure ; For by your /ate Covenant, you profeſſe 
your ſelyes bound, to keep the foreſaid national oath (as you 
call it) inviolable : And that eath, or Covenant, bindeth us, 
to continue #» the obedzence not onely of the dotirine, but alſo 
of the diſcipline of thu Kirke. Where by the diſcipline of the 
Kirke, ye underſtand (as ye have in all your writings pro- 
feſſed, eſpecially of late, in your booke entituled, A difpnte 
againſt the Engliſh Popiſh ceremonies, Part 4.( hap,$.Setl 6.) 
the whole externall policie of the Church, as it was at 
that time ; to wit, Anno 1581, Yea, you confeſſe, That no 
other thing can be underſtood by the diſcipline of the Kirke, 
bur that which we have faidalready ; and conſequently we 
ſhall be tyed by that #a:b which you require of us, to admit 
and praQile no other rites and ceremonies, but ſuch as were 
then received in our Church. We can no wayes paſſe by this, 
ſeeing ever ſince the aſſemb!y of Pearth, in your publick, ſer- 
ns, and printed books, ye have molt vehemently accuſed 
as of perjurie, as violating the oath, or covenant, made An- 
29 1581. and that in reſpe& we have admitted into the 
Church, ſome r:tes, or ceremonies, Which were not in it the 
forefaid year of God. Is nor this to make a perpetuall law, 
concerning the externall rites of the Church, as if they were 
unchaageable , and to abjure the praftice of all -#es intro- 
duced 1n the Church ſince that time ; and conſequently the 
praRilſe of the articles of Pearth, and that nor for a time one- 
ly, but for ever? 3. Seeing the negative confeſſion, according 
to your minde, and conception of it, maketh the whole ex- 


ternall 
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ternall policie of the Church, as it was eAno 1581, to be 
unchangeable: and on the contrary, the confeſſion inſert into 
the ats of Parhament, declareth, That the rites belonging 
to the externall policie of the Church, are changeable; how 
can you eſcape a comradittion, if ye receive both theſe con- 
fefſions ? 4. Whereas by that ds/fi4iox mentioned in your 
anſwer , of things neceſlary to be obſerved, and of things va- 
riable in particular congregations, ye infinuate that by the 
keeping of the diſcipline of the Kirke as it was then, to which 
we are bound in the o/d Covenant, ye underſtand the obſer- 
vation of thoſe rhings which are neceſſary to be obſerved in 
every kirke, and not of things variable in particular congre- 
gations ; Weask, Into which of the members of this diff5n- 
ftion ye refer Epiſcopacie, and the articles of Pearth ? Thats, 
W hether they muſt neceflarily be omitted in all Churches , 
and ac all times, or not? If ye ſay,that they mult be neceflari- 
ly omitted, and that the negative confeſſion, confirmed with an 
oath , doth tye us to the omiſſion of them ; then both ye 
would make us to ſwear, and ſubſcribe againſt our conſcien- 
ces, (for we are perſwaded, That theſe things are lawfull ) 
asallo ye would make us to abjure Epi/copacie , and the arti- 
cles of Pearth, in perpetunm ; which is flatly contrary ro your 
declaration in your a»/wers, 1.5, &c. If you ſay on the other 
part, That wearenot tyed by the negative confeſſion, to the 
omiſſion of theſe things; then, why have ye, in all your 
writings againſt us, exprobrate to us, perjurie, in violating 
of the eath contained in the negative confeſſion ? 5. We 
would gladly have known your minde, concerning the law- 
fulneſſe of ſuch 7ites as are not of divine inſtitotjon, expreſs 
ſed in Gods word, For we ingenuouſly profeſſe, That none 
of your a»/wers (which hitherto we have ſcen) tothe 1n- 
fances , or examples breught by us in our fift Demand of 
rites ſed by your ſelves, in your Churches, as laryfull, with- 
out divine inſtitution, (to which we could adde many moe) 
do give us any fatisfaQion : nor yer, as we think, can give 
fatisfaQion to any indifferent man. As for example ; Is ble/- 
fing of marriages a meer circumſtance? Who can be ſo 1m- 
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pudent, as to ſay ſo? Or, if it be a ceremonir, what precept 
or praiſe have ye of it in Gods whole ward ? If it be al- 
ledged, That we have a warrant from that bleſſing pro- 
nounced, Gen, 1.28, upon man and woman, after their cre- 
ation; we ask, By what conſequence can that /olomnity of 
bleſſing of marriages uſed in our Churches, with all the core= 
monies of it , be drawn from that effeRuall and operative 
bleſſing of our firſt parents, or rather of whole mankinde? 
Is there here an i»/fitution of a perpernall obſervance, or rite, 
to be uſed in the Church, more than in the 22, verſe of the 
ſame chapter, when God bleſſed the fowls, and fiſhes, and 
ſaid, Be finitfall, and maltiplie, and fill the waters in the ſeas ? 
&Cc+ It again it be anſwered, That paſtorall benediition , is 
mentioned in Scripture, firſt, VVhat is that to bleſſing of 
marriages ? And ſecondly, V Vhy arenot all other pattions, as 
well as marriages, bleſſed in the Church ; chiefly, ſeeing m4- 
trimoniall bleſſing hath been, and is , abuſed in the Romane 


' Church, which holdeth, That mwerriage is a ſacrament ; and 


conſequently , matrimoniall benedsion ought , as it would 


ſeem, to be ſecluded from the Church, rather than other 
bleſſings 


— 
——————— 


Tos Vi. Diino 
V Hether or no it be fit to ſubſcribe ſuch an interpreta- 
tion, as in matters of lawfulnefle, and unlawfulneſle ; 
and angny in matters of faith,contradieth the judge- 
ment of ſo many Divines , moſt famous, of the reformed 
Church, both ancientand modern, (whodid, and do hold, 
that theſe rites and ordinances brought into this Church b 
the aſſembly of Pearth, are in their own nature lawfull, a 
ſuch as ought not to make a ſtir in the Church of God) and al- 
ſo condemneth the venerable praRtiſe of the ancient Church, 
and the moſt eminent lights of it, even in thoſe pureſt times, 
unto which we appeal againſt the Papiſts,in onr diſputes. 


ANnSYVER. 
Ser 
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ANSWER: 


CT TE tr»ft, That no ſound Divine, ancient or modern,would 
\ in this caſt deny the exprdience of the forbearance of the 


pratts/e of Pearth articles. And farther than this,nothing at this 
time & requirtd, 


Reva y. 


Our filence, in not anſwering thae which we affirmed, 
concerning the judgement of Divines , ancient and mo- 
derne, of the reformed Church, anene the lawfulneſle of rhe 
rites and ordinances, which were received in our Church, by . 
the ordinance of the aſſembly of Pearth; as alſo concerning 
the judgement and practiſe of theancient Church ; doth make 
us think , that ye acknowledge the truth of that which we 
affirmed there. 2. V Ve have already ſhown, That the oath 
which ye require ofus , importeth mare thaa the forboor ance 
of the prattice of Pearth articles, for a time. 3.The forbearaxce 
of ſome of them, ſeemeth to us, to be meerly unlawfull, and 
contrary to that pafforall duty we owe to our flock. 4. The 
forbearance of any of them , conſidered with a relation to 


the authority enjoyning them, 4n our judgement, is plain 
arſobedience. 


8 
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Tae VIE Demany. 


bb ana it be agreeable to charity or piety, to re- 
quire us to abjuretheſe rites, as Popi/p ; which in 


the ſincerity of our hearts, following the light of our con- 
ſcience, (whereof we take God to witnefle)) we have hi- 
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therto praiſed, as lawfull, and laudably following the 
fame light, do yet praftiſethem ? Bat ſuppoſe this might be 
required of us by any; 9weritwr, Whether or no it becom- 
eth them ſo peremptorily, and upon ſuch a ſuddenty, to urge 
us tothis, who theſe by-gone twenty years, have deſired ear- 
neſtly to enjoy the freedome of their conlciences in' their 
Miniſterie, even in denying obedience to theſe things, and 
ſtanding laws for them ; and when they were urged to obe- 
dience, did ſo often proteſt, and carneſtly requeſt, That they 
might have a time, to be well enformed, and maturely advj- 
ſed of the matter, which to the molt part of them was moſt 
graciouſly granted ? Let them, therefore, look to that natu- 
rall Maxime, 9wod tibs fiers non v1, alters ne fecern : and to 
our Saviours precept ot the ſame ſenſe, and almoſt of the 
ſame words, ar, 9, verf. 12. 


E 


ANSWER. 


V E hope, that ſuch a forbearance of the prati/e, wilt 
prejnage the liberty of no mans conſcience, ; 


R every. 


T” would much prejudge onr conſciences, to ſwear and 
ſubſcribe the negative confeſſion, taking it according to 
your conception and meaning, who require our eath. 2 Hoy 
can we {wear , ts /aboxr, by all means lawfall (as ye re- 
quire 1n your covenant) to expell thoſe things, whereof we 


hold ſome to beneceſſary, and all the reſt, to be lawfull, and 
laudable ? 


THE 
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Tre VIIL Dex anop. 
Herther itbe fitting to ſwear to defend the Kings 


y y Perſon and Authoritie, with this limitation, the 


defence and preſervation of the true Religion, laws , and liberties 
of this Kingdome ? As if their perſons ought not to be defen- 
ded againſt all enemies, although as yer they embraced not 
the truth : or having before embraced it, yet have fallen from 
it:or as if their royall Authority were not to be acknowledg- 
ed, although commanding thingsunlawfull ; andas if we were 
not ſubje& thereto,in yeelding to ſuffer under them, when we 
give not aRive obedience to them ? 


4 


ANSWER: 


I, _—_ anſwer of the firſt Demand, way g1ve ſatisfattion 
here. 2. The Specification of the defending the Kings 
Perſon and Authority, in the defence of the truereligion, laws, © 
and liberties of the Kingdome, ts warranted by the Confeſſion 
ratified in Parliament , by other atts of Parliament , by the 
other Confeſſion, and by the generall band joyned with it, 
No man will with-hold his Subſcription from the Covenant, 
becauſe it doth not, as it intendeth not to expreſſe every duty we 
owe to the Kings Majeſtie, as if the not naming, were 4 denying 
of the anty, . 


Re?Ly. 


VVY# ye have replyed in your 4»/wey to our firſt 
Demand, we ave examined, in our confutation 
of your A»/wer, 2. If ye conſider well all the circumſtances 


F "MA of 


| ſon, and honour. Next, it is neceflary to expreſſe it yer more 
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of the making of your Covenant, ye Will finde that it had 


not been amiſle, at this time, to have expreſſed more fully 
the loyaltie of your #textions, to maintain the Kings per- 


fully, for our cauſe, whom ye require to ſwear and ſubſcribe 
your Covenant ; leſt we do any thing, In this matter, with a 
doubting conſcience, (which isa grievous fin) that 1s, Doubt- 
ing whether or no we are tycd by our oath to maintain the 
Kings authority, only in ſo far,as it is employed in the defence 
of the foreſaid true Religion : or, at leaſt, as it is not employe 
ed againſt it. Forit ſeemeth to us unlawfull, to ſwear the 
maintenance of the Kings authoritie, with this limitation pre- 
ciſely. Andif ye be of a contrary minde, we are moſt willing 
to confer with you of this point. 


* Tx: IN. Demand. 
Hether or no we can ſincerely ſwear to maintain 
V the Authoritie, truely and properly monarchicall 
ofthe King ; and withall ſwear alſo diſobedience to theſe 
articles, which areauthorized by his ſtanding laws, and to 
maintain the meanelt of his ſubjeRs againlt him, in their diſ- 


obedience of his laws, as yet ſtanding 19 vigour concerning 
thele things. | 


ANSWER. 


4 He anſwer to the firſt Demand,  »/eſult bere alſo, 
2. Forbearance of praQtile, for a time, in /ach a Caſe, 

zs rather obedience, than diſobedience ;: for example, Kneeling 
was thonght convenient, bzcanſe all memorie of ſuperſtition was 
paſt ; foould it not therefore be forborn, becauſe ſaperſtirion, s« 
wow revived, and flagrant ? They who pradtiſe, keep the letter of 
the law ; but they who forbear, keep the life and reaſon thereof. 


RePLY. 
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R evLy: 


Oar Covenant reqtireth more of 1s, than- the for bear= 
awce of the praftiſe of Pearth articles, as we have often 
times declared. 2 We have alſo ſhown, That the forbear- 
ance of obedience toſtanding laws, withont licence of Sape- 
rtours, and contrary to their commandment, eſpecially if 
it be done by deliberation, and if men tye rhemſelves, by 
an wath, to do ſo, is manifeſt diſobedrence. 3 The arncle 
of Pearth, anent kneeling, was not grounded only, nor yet 
principally, upon that narrative which ye mention ; but ra- 
cher upon the conveniencie and decencie of the geſture of 
kneeling, in the receiving of the holy Sacrament : whieh 
reaſon doth yet continue ; as alfe the other reaſon which 
ye mention, holdeth yet: for the body of the people of this 
Church were never p-pifts; and conſequently, have no 
memorie of popsſh ſuperſtition, as thoſe who lived in time 
of reformation. 4 We cannot ſee nor coneeive, how a. 
vow and band of maintaining the meaneſt ſubjeR of this 
Kingdome, againſtall perfons whatſoever ; and conſequently, 
inſt the King himſelf, -as we have ſhown in our ſecond 
Reply, in difobedience of his laws, can confiſt-with that 
love, reverence, and ſubjeRion, which we owe to our King. 
Neither have ye brought any thing in your ever, to ſati(= 
fieus in this point. And, becauſe ye alledge, as we hear, 
that ye are miſtaken in this point, and do vindicate your 
ſelves, by thoſe words of the Covenant, wherein ye pro» 
miſe to maintain the Kings authoritie ; we pray you to ex- 
prefle your minde more fully, concerning ir ; and to ſhow 
us, 1 What ye mean by maintaining the Kings authoritie, in 
that part of your Covenant, wherein ye expreſle your ley- 
all intention, 7amaintain the Kings perſon, and anthoritie ; 
and in ſpeciall, Whether or no the maintaining of the Kings 
authoritie, be taken by you, as it excludeth all refiſting of 


his Anthoritic, by force of arms, even although he ſhould 
"EB command 


*”®... 
7 4 


OS: 4% 


ASC; IT. © CS. —— 4 


(P A Ge 26.) 


command things unlawfall, and contrarie to the truth ? For 
ſo we think it ould be taken : and that ic ſhould be fo ta- 
ken, we are readie to demonſtrate. Neither can we ſwear 
it in any other ſenſe, 2 Whether your promiſe of mural 
defence, In the ſame canſe of maintaining the true Religion, 
and his Majeſties authoritie, &0, ought to be anderſtood, 
of the maintaining the Kings authoritie abſolutely : that is, 
Whether he maintain the true Relegion, or xo? Or, on the 


. contrarie ; It it ought to be underſtood of the maintaining the 


Kings anthoritie conditionally , in ſo far a« he maintaineth the 
true Religion, and not any other wayes ? If you fay, that it is 
to be underſtood the firſt way, weaſſent to that -part of your 
Covenant, and have no more ſcruple anent it, except that 
one which we mentioned in our Reply to your ſecond An- 


ſwer : to wit, That the words of your Proteſtation ſeem to 


import more; and, that your Pa#ton, or Covenant, is made 


' without the Kings privitie, and conſent. If ye ſay, that ic 


is to be underſtood the ſecond way ; then we continue urging 
our foreſaid Demand: to wit, How a man can maintain the 
Kings authoritie, and withall maintain the meaneſt of his 
ſubjeRs in reſiſting his Authoritie ? And how we can. be 


| aid, to ſtand for the Kings honour, when we vow and pro- 


mile, do to that which he himſelf profeſſeth to be againſt 
his Honour ; and which, in thecommon judgement of men, 
is thought to be ſe? The determination of this point, is 
more than neceſſarie, at this time : and therefore, let us 
in ſinceritie and brotherly love, confer of it ; that the con- 


ſciences of others who doubt of this, may receive fſatisfa- 


R1ion. 


CT 


Taz X. Dema 


— — 


N D. 


V "Hether or no we ought to ſwear to ſuch a Cove- 
' Y: nant, which taketh away from us all hope of a 
free aflembly , or Parliament, to judge of th 


Ce. matter 
preſently 
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preſently debated? For how can theſe vote freely of any 
matter propounded to the deciſion. and deliberation of the 
Church and Eſtate, who have already ſworn to adhere to 
one part of the queſtion ? and how-can thoſe who difſenr 
from them, ſubmir themſelves to their judgement, chiefly 
ſeeing they are poſſeſſours, and have laws Civill and Eccle- 
fiaſtick, ſtanding as yet for them ? 


ANSWER, 


V VV E perceive, that this tewth Demand, s made of the 

articles of Pearth ; therefore we au[wer as before; L 
That we promiſe only forbearance, which can prejudge no mans 
liberty in a generall aflembly. jy 


ReEevery. 


[\ 


V* have ſhown, - That your Covenant, and Oath, im- 
\ porteth a manifeſt a&juration of the articles of Pearth: 
and therefore, the ſwearing of it doth manifeſtly prejudge 
the liberty of voting in a national aſſembly : For, how can 
they freely eicher reaſon in an aſſembly, concerning Epiſcopacie, 
and the articles of Pearth ;. or elle, give their judgement, 
without prejudice , ' concerning them who have alreadie 
promiſed, ſworn, and yowed, firlt, To adhere to the as- 
ſcipline of the Kirke : that is, (according to your interpreta- 
tion) to the whole externall policie of the Church, as it was 
1581. 2 Tolabonr, by all means lawfull, to remove, and expel, 
all thoſe rites and ordinances, which have come into the Church 
ſince the ſoreſaid year of God , that the Church may be reſtored 
tothe liberty, and purity, which it then bad, Whereby ye de- 
clare, That the foreſaid articles, and Epiſcopacie, are contrary 
to the /1berty, and purity of the Church ; and conſequently,ye 
are tied by your 04th, to yote againſt them, if ye be called to 
the intended aſſembly, 

| P. 2, THE 


'F" 
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Taz XI. DrexanD: 


o WW our ſubſcribing, together with our peo- 

ple, to the confeſſion of this nation, which is 
ratified and regiſtrated in. Parliament, Ano 1 5 6/7. may 
give full fatisfaRion to all who,doubt of the ſincerity of or 
profeſſion, if ſo be they have no farther ayme, but only to 
know ard ſee our willingneſle, and conſtant reſolution, to 
adhere -to the religion preſently prefeſied, and to oppoſe 
all ecxours contrary to it, to our lives end ? Now {ſeeing 
we are willing to do this, as we take God ro witnefle, we 
are ; how are we hated, maligned, 'and traduced as enemies 
of the truth, only becauſe our conſciences do not ſuffer us 
to ſubſcribe to that interpretation of the negative confeſſion 
inſert in the Covenant, ( concerning which we can ſee no 
warrant of the truth of ic, nor lawfull authority binding us 
to it) and to the politick, or rather milicary part of that 
Covenant, which is a thing withour the compaſſe of our 
calling, and not belonging to that contending for the fairh 


once delivered to the ſaints, of which $. 1#4e (peaketh in 
his epiſtle, 


———_ CC OT I 


ANSWER. 


Ince no other mean could be found [> effettuall, for holding 
a) out of Poperie, 'and forbearing of dangerons novations in 
religion, /#«ch as the Service book , and Canons, which as yet 
ere only diſcharged, till in a fair and legall way they may be in- 
troduced ; and are by no word of the late Proclamation diſal- 
lowed : although the Service book, by the Proclamation, Fe- 
bruary 19. be highly praiſed, as ſerving to edification, aud to 
beat oxt all ſaperitition ; and nothing in this application is ab- 
jured, but what was abjured in the former; why ſhall we for- 
bear to uſe a mean (ouſt, end ſo powerfull, for the preſervation 
of the purity of religion ? 


REPLY. 
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R zorLy. 


Ere ye do not particularly anſwer to our Demand, and 


H 


thren, concerning our fincerity in profeſſing of the Trath, 
which, all who know and judge unpartially of us, do think 
to be due to us. It is{ufficiently known, what pains we take 
in diſputing and writing againſt Pepfs, in confuting their 
errours in our pulpits, in leading proceſſe againſt them, ac- 
cording to the order of the Church, and in doing all things 
againſt Romifs erroxrs, which can be expeRed from the molt 
zealous Profeſſours of the Truth, If ye, or any other of eur 
reverent bretbren, doubt of the finceritie of our profeſſion , 
then poſe us concerning any Article controverted, and we 
ſhall be moſt ready to declare our minde concerning it be- 
fore all men, and give a ſufficient proof to the world, hat we 
have pricd-as narrowly into the myſteries of Romiſh erronrs, 
for refautation of them, as any of thoſe who impiouſly, and 
uncharitably traduce us, as favourers of Poperse. 2. We have 
other means more effeAuall, and lawfull, (whereas we think 
this your mean to be gun? Fra holding out of Poperie : 
and in which we ought to conhde more, than in all the pro- 
miſes aud vows of men ; yea, alſo, more than in all the wnited 
forces of all the ſubjeQs of this land : to wit, Diligent preach- 
ing, and tcaching of the word, frequent prayer to God, 
humbling ef our ſelves before him, amendement of our lives 
and converſations, and arming our ſelves againſt our adver- 
laries, by diligent ſearching of the Scriptares, and uſing all o- 
ther means, whereby we may increaſe in the knowledge of 
thetruch, and in ability, to defend it againſt the enemies of 


it. 3- The ſubjeas of this Kingdome, ar leaſt a great part of 


them,cither by their own iaclination, or by the perſwaſion of 


others, have {nch a hard conceit of the Service book, and Ca- 


nons, that if his Majeſty uſe a faire and legall way of bringing 
them into this Church, eſpecially ſuch a way as may give a- 
tisfacion to all hisſ\ubjeRs, in all appearance, we need not to 
fear the in bringing of them. 


leem unwilling to give that teſtimonie of us, your bre- 
1 


THE 
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Tar XII. Demand. 


V Hereas we heare of diverſe diſorders, and violent 
miſcarriages of thoſe who have ſubſcribed the Co- 
venant, againſt our brethren of the holy Miniſterie, who con- 
rinue in their obedience to the laws of the Church and King- - 
dome; which miſcarriages being done withour all forme of 
juſtice, or legall proceeding, are an exerciſing of revenge, by 
private authoritie, and conſequently are forbidden in the fixt 
commandment : which is one of the reaſons which movyeth 
us, not to joyn our ſelves unto their ſociety. We would glad. 
ly therefore know of our reverent brethren, who have come 
hither to recommend the late Covenant unto us; Firſt, Whe- 
ther or no they doallow theſe diſorders ? 2. It they allow 
 -them, what reaſon have they foro do? And if they allow them 
nor, how is it, that theſe diforders and miſcarriages, are not 
publickly by them, and other Paſtours of their confederacy, 
condemned , and ſharply rebuked in their palpits > Why are 
the aRtours of them not tryed and cenſured? And why do 
they delay to give out ſome publick declaration,cicher in print 
or writ, to this effeR, being long fince exhorted to do ſo? 


ANSVER. 


I, Hz can 4 zealous prople aſſembled in a Kirk for 
the worſhip of God, be kept from tumult, when books, 
and a wor{hip which they either know,or conceive to be popiſh, 
are ſuddenly, and imperiouſly obtruded upon them by the Leaders: 
& how far the keeping of the materiall kirks from the pollntion of 
worſhip, 6e/ongeth to the people, and community of the faithful, 
ſhould be conſidered. 2, Fiolence done in other places, and upon 
other occa{ons, we no more allow, than we doe approve the aſper- 
ſons of perjurie,rebellion,&c. which ſome men do put upon #4, 


R EPLY. 


& 
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R £yry. 


Iz belongeth not to the people , or communitie of the 
faithfull, ro contemne Authoritie, and the Lerds Ser« 
vice, done in his owne Houſe, on his own day , fo farre as 
to put violent hands on Prcelates and Paſtours, in time of 
Divine worſhip, while they are praiſing thoſe things 
which are enjoyned by theKing, and his Councell. Such 
diſorders , and contemptuous carriages , doe not beſceme 
thoſe whom Chriſt inviteth to come to him, and to learn 
of him, meeknefle, and lowlinede of heart ; chiefly, ſeeing 
there are many other wayes , whereby people may teſtifie 
their averſation of thoſe books , and wor/2ip , which they 
conceive to be Popsſh. If it be a (inne in parents to provoke 


their childrento wrath ; much more is it a finne in children 
ro provoke their parents ; eſpecially Patrem Patrie, the 


common father of the countrey, ſo to wrath. 2. The keeping 
of Gods houſe from the pollution of worſhip , belongeth to 
thoſe who are cloathed with lawfall authority, 3. We not 
onely asked of yon, Whether or no ye did allow the miſcar- 
riages towards our brethren of the holy Miniſterie , menti- 
oned in our Derwaxd ? but alſo ſuppoſing that ye do not al- 
low them, we asked, How is it that theſe 4#/orders and wiſcar- 
riages, are not publickly by you condemned, andrebuked ? 
W hy are the aoxrs of them not tryed, andcenſured ? And 
why do ye not give ſome publick document rothe world of 
your averſation of ſuch mcarriages ? chiefly, ſeeing they are, 
as we have ſhown, a manifeſt tranſgreſſion of the fixt Com- 
mandement, Wecannot ſufhciently marvell, that ye have 
kept up your mindes inthis matter, and not anſwered to 
ſo1mportant, and neceſſary a Demand, As for your com- 
plant of perjurie and rebellion, &c. it ye mean the warning 
late written to the ſubjeRs in Scorlaxad, ye. ſhall know, that 
the Authour thereof himſelf is much diſpleaſed with: any 
offenſive aſperitie, which hath been found in ſome written 

G. copies, 
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Copies thereof; and hath already done that, for removing of 


that offence : which, we hope, ſhall give full ſatisfaRion to 
all men. 


Tur XII. Demand 


Ow can we ſubſcribe that Covenert, witheut incurring 

many grievous ſcandals ; as ficlt, the {candall of drſemt- 
ing from other Reformed Churches, and famous Divines,the 
chief inſtruments of the Reformation of the Church in Ex- 
rope, who did hold theſe rites which are abjured in this late 
Covenant, «s meerily unlawtull, popiſh, and idolatrous, to 
be in their own nacure, lawtull. Secondly, the fcandall of 4:/- 
ſenting from antiquitie, and vilipending italtogether in mat- 
ters of the externall policie of the Church; which we know, 
and have found by frequent experience, to be a thing that ma- 
keth many Papilts more averſe from our profeſſion,than other 
wayesthey would be, Thirdly, the ſcandall of pergxrie which 
ſome of us cannot eſcape, who did ſwear obeatence to the arti- 


cles of Pearth, and to our Ocrdinaric, at our admiſſion to the 
Miniſterie, 


ANSWER. 


p 25mm threefold ſcandal! ceaſeth upon the r1oht interpretati- 


on of the claxſe of the forbearance of the novations already 
miroduced, | 


R xPry. 


WW: have ſhown your interpretation of the clanſe of 
+ Y forbearance, not tobe right, and have refutedit, 


we think, by the very words of your Covenemt; ſo that none 
of 
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of theſe three ſcandals can be efchewed by ns, if we ſub- 
ſcribe to your foreſaid Covenant. 2 Suppoſe the other two 
might be eſchewed by that interpretation of the clauſe of 
forbearance, yer the third cannot be efchewed, ſeeing at 
our 44m1iſ/ion we have ſworn obedience to the. articles of 
Pearth, and to our Ordinarie: Wherefore, ye muſt either 

rove the eArricles of Pearth, and Eprſcoparte, to be unlaw- 

ll, or elſe, we cannot, without violation of our oath, 
made at our admiſſion, forbear the praftiſe of the forclaid 
Articles, againſt the will of our Ordinary, and other our 


lawfull Swperiouys. 
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Faxes XIHILF, Demand. 


eſt of all; We pray theſe reverend and worthy bre- 

thren, to confider impartially , and charitably;, ſee- 
ing we have all theſe ſcruples' in eur minds concerning 
their Covenant, as alfo ſeeing we are yet moſt confident, 
and aſſured of the lawfulneffe of the articles of Pearth, to=- 
gether with the lawfulneſle and venerable antiquiry of Epil- 
copall government, how we can, with a fate conſcience, 
give our conſent that they ſhould preach in our pulpits, who 
come profeſiedly to withdraw our people from that which 
we inthe inmoſt thoughts of our {fouls do embrace as law- 
full; and from that obedience which rhey do owe to their 
gracious and pious Sovcraigne therein ; whoſe laſt Procla- 
mation hath given full fatisfaRion to us all, and much re- 
joyced our hearts, in reſpe& he hath therein moſt ſolemnly, 
and by his oath declared, not only his ſincerity in profeſſing 
the truth, bur alſo his pious reſolution, to continue therein, 
and maintain it conſtantly to his lives end, moſt graciouſly 
and wiſely removing thele things which have occaſioned the 
late perturbation of our Charch. We wiſh them likewiſe, 


to conlider, how they can require this of us, ſeeing they 
G 2 would 


© brethren, before God, and the Lord 7eſres Chriſt, who ſhall 
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would not ( we appeal to their own conſciences ) be con- 
rent that they ſhould be ſo dealt with themſelves ; we mean, 
that any ſhould go upto their pulpits, and condemn their 
doQrine, and pratice, and withdraw their people from 
that which hath been before recommended unto them as 
truth, 


We conclude : Exhorting earneſtly, entreating lovingly, 
and charging modeſtly, theſe, and all others, our reverend 


judge the quick and the dead at his appearing in his king- 
dome, if there be any conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort 
of love, it any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels of 
mercies, to look narrowly to their own conſciences, in theſe 
weighty matters; remembring that of Jeremy, The beart « 
aeceitfull above all things, and deſperately wicked, who can know 
it ? To judgecharitably of us their brethren; rememwbring 
that of our Saviour, [nudge not, that ye be not judged : Todeal 
with us in loveand meekneſle, (if {o be they think us to have 
gone aſtray from the truth ; which, God knoweth, we no 
wayes doperceive ) remembring that of S. Pawn, If a man 
be overtaken in a fault, ye that are ſpirituall, reftore ſuch an 
one with the ſpirit of meekneſſe : asallo that of S. James, The 
wiſdome that ts from above, « firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and eafie to be entreated ; full of mercy, and good fruits, &c. 
And laſt of all, To ſeek peace, and ſo to follew after it ; 
that this cur dear native countrey be not expoſed to a danger- 
ous warfare, and to all the wofull conſequents thereof; of 
which our hearts cannot think, without trembling and 
Rhorrour. 


ANSWER. 


I Othing in the interpretation of the Covenant, again 


the lawjuineſſe of Pearth articles, aud of Epilcopall 


* government, 2 We never intended to draw the meaneſt of the 


ſubjeits, 


(P AG. 35s) 

ſubjeRs, from that loyalty of obedience, which they owe to 
their Soveraigne, aud ours. 3 The Counſell hath reſcinded the 
approbation of that Proclamation, 4 His Majeſties religions 
and righteous diſpoſition, hath been to us 4 ground, and chief 
argument of our hope of the hearing of all onr petitions. 5 Fe 
have no deſire to wrong our reverend and worthy brethren : 
but rather to paſſe in ſilence,the wrongs which we have ſuſtained 
by them : «And would approve our ſelves unto owr God, and 
prove faithſull in the imployments put wpon us : earneſtly de- 
firing, That every eye may perceive the wonderfull work of God 
im thu land : left any of 1s be found fighting againſt God; and 
that all of us may joyn heart and hand, for *he purity and peace 
of the Kwk of our Lord Jeſms Chrift, bleſſed for ever. 


Tuly 21. Mf, ALEXANDER HENDERSON, 
1638, Miniſter at Lewchars, 


M*.. DAVID DICKSON, 
Miniſter at /rwing. 


M*.. ANDREW CANT, 
Miniſter at Perſlsgo, 


Revry. 


ere is too much, as we think, in your Covenant againſt 
the lawfulneſſe of Pearth Articles. 2 Your band of mutu- 
all defence, againſt all perſons whatſoever, may draw ſubjeRs, 
perhaps, to take arms againſt their King, (which God- 
avert) and conſequently from that /oya!ty of obedience, which 
they oweto their Soveraigne, and ours; except ye declare, 
and explain your ſelves better, than ye have hitherto done. 
3 Whar the moſt honourable Lords of his Majeſties privie 
Councell have. done concerning the Kings Majeſties laſt 
Proclaination, is not ſufficiently known to us, and' far leſfe 
upon what grounds and motives they have (as you ſay) re- 
ſcinded their «pprobation of the late Proclamation. 4 His 
Majeſties religious and righteous diſpoſition, hath been to 
3 Us, 
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as, and is a main ground wherefore werreſt and rely upon 
his gracious Proclamation, *perſwading our ſelves , that he 
intendeth not, nor ever intended, any innovation in religion, 
5 We ſhall labogr, by all tneans, to eſchew every thing, 
which in the les{t degree may wrong you, our reverend and 
worthy brethren. As for the wrongs already done by us to 
you, (as ye pretend) whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe you to ſpe- 
cifie them, we hope to give yow full fatisfaRion, and to 
cicar our ſelves of that smpuratiov, 6 The work of God to- 
wards any nation, how {trange and wonderfull ſoever it feem 
to be, 4s never contrary to his word; And therefore we 
fear not to be found fighting againlt Gods work, ſo long as 
we fight not againlt his trath, revealed in hi word. That all- 
ſeeing Lord knoweth, that we maintain his truth according 
to the light of our conſciences, and are ready to joyn heat 
and hand with you, for the purity and peace of this Church, 
in every lawfull way and courle, as fincere lovers of truth 
and peace. 
And now, brethren, before we conclude, again we en- 
treat you, and all others our dear country men , eſpecially 
our reverend brethren of the holy Afimiftery, to judge chari- 
tably of us, and of eur proceedings at this time; and in 
particular, of theſe our Demands, and Replyes ; which, God is 
our witnefle, neither hatred of any mans perſ@n, nor love ef 
contention, norany worldly reſpe&; but only the conſtiencs 
of our calling hath drawn from us. And as for our arguments 
for »ot ſubſcribing, which are taken from our due /wbjettion 
_and obedience to our Soveraipne, and his laws, Ye proteft and 
declare, That they ought not to be fo interpreted, as if we 
intended to accuſe you, or others, our dear countrey men, 
cf a:/l»yalty towards our molt gracious Xing ; or as if our 
purpoſe were to lay any ſuch 1mpetation upon you : For they 
are only uſed by us, to ſhow what the words of the Cove- 
»ant (zem tous to import, and how we conceive of them ; 
asallo, what maketh us ſo to conceive of them. We doubt 
not, reverend brethren, but ye know , that as we owe to 


- you, and to your proceedings, the favourable judgement of 
| . charity : 


je7e 
chavritie ; ſo we rite Joc deec 


to ſwear, and ſubſcribe, w 
ment of veritie ; and con 


0) (-þ Juire our oatl 'A IQ /x&/creprion, anc 

| isfie our conlciences thereanent) all the doubts 
ſons which make usunyilling oraftald to give our ſub 
tion thereunto., 
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as, and is a'main ground wherefore we reſt and rely upon 


his gracious Proclamation, *perſwading our ſelves, that he 


intendeth nor, nor ever intended, any innovation in religion, 
5 We (hall labogr, by all means, to eſchew every thing, 
which in the les{t degree may wrong you, our reverend and 
worthy brethren. As for the wrongs already done by us to 
you, (as ye pretend) whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe you to ſpe- 
cihe them, we hope to give you full fatisfaRion, and to 
clear our ſelves of that imputatiov, 6 The work of God to- 
wards any nation, how {trange and wonderfull ſoever ir ſeem 
to be, 4s never contrary to his word; And therefore we 
fear not to be found fighting againſt Gods work, ſo long as 
we fight not againſt his trath, revealed in hi word, That all- 


ſeeing Lord knoweth, that we maintain his truth according 


to the light of our conſciences, and are ready to. joyn heart 
and hand with you, for the purity and peace of this Church, 
in every lawfull way and courſe, as fincere lovers of truth 
and peace. | 

And now, brethren, before we conclude, again Wwe en- 
treat you, and all others our dear country men, eſpecially 
our reverend brethren of the holy Afimftery, to judge chari- 
tably of us, and of eur proceedings at this time; and in 
particular, of theſe our Demands, and Replyes ; which, God is 
our witneſſe, neicher hatred of any mans perſ@n, nor love ef 
contention, norany worldly reſpe&; but only the conſtienco 
of our calling hath drawn from us. And as for our arguments 
for »ot ſubſcribing, which are taken from our due /wbjettion 


..and obedience to our Soveraigne, and his laws, Ye proteft and 


declare, That they ought not to be ſo interpreted, as if we 
intended to accuſe you, or others, our dear countrey men, 
cf d:/l2yalty towards our moſt gracious King ; or as if our 
purpoſe were to lay any ſuch imputarion upon you : For they 
are only uſed by us, tro ſhow what the words of the Cove. 
nant (zem tous to import, and how we conceive of them ; 
asalſo, what maketh us ſo to conceive of therm. We doubt 
not, reverend brethren, but ye know , that as we owe to 


- you, and to your proceedings, the favourable judgement of 


. charity ; 


charitie ; ſo we coght jade 
toſwear, and ſubſcribe, w 
ment of veritie ; - and ſay 


ſons which make usunyilling or aftald © to vive our / 
tion thereunto, 
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